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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Keefe, 
Jr. (US 3,276,930). 

Keefe, Jr. discloses forming a "primary" tire carcass (10) and a belt/tread 
assembly (28) followed by transferring the belt/tread to the outer side of the primary tire 
carcass using a transfer apparatus (34 - e.g. fig. 2) and pressure bonding the assembly. 
Further, the transfer apparatus (34) is configured such that the center portion includes 
parts that are unconstrained while held at the sides - note esp. the spaces radially 
above the tread (i.e. between the tread and the parts "34") in fig. 2. A process as 
required by claim 1 is therefore anticipated. 

As to claims 2 and 6, note that the part "34" is formed from plural segments with 
an inner surface curved consistent with the claims. As to claims 3 and 7, the ribbed 
surface of parts "34" form "braces". As to claims 4-5 and 8-9, the ribbed inner surface of 
parts "34" form divided holding members consistent with the claims. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Henley (US 
3,475,254). 

Henley discloses forming a "primary" tire carcass (on drum "1") and a belt/tread 
assembly (on drum "2") followed by transferring the belt/tread to the outer side of the 
primary tire carcass using a transfer apparatus (3) and pressure bonding the assembly. 
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Further, the transfer apparatus (3) is configured such that the center portion of the tread 
is unconstrained while held at the sides - note esp. the space radially above the tread 
(i.e. between the tread and the part "31 1") in figs. 7 and 29. A process as required by 
claim 1 is therefore anticipated. 

4. Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kumagaietal. (US 4,584,050). 

Kumagai et al. discloses a transfer apparatus including plural holding members 
(60) with divided holding surfaces (84/86) having a width that can be defined consistent 
with that claimed (i.e. a tread/belt width can be defined such that the claimed ratio is 
met - the claims are directed solely to the apparatus). Although these members (84/86) 
are not actually designed to engage/hold a tread, they are capable of such contact, 
these claims directed solely to the apparatus. 

5. Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Holroyd 
et al.(US 5,201,975). 

As to claim 6, Holroyd et al. discloses a transfer apparatus (6) including plural 
holding members (7-10) with a curved inner surface (figs. 2-3). As to claim 7, the ribbed 
surface of parts (6) form "braces". As to claims 8-9, the ribbed inner surface of parts "6" 
also form divided holding members consistent with the claims. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Geoffrey L. Knable whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1220. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on 571-272-1226. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Geoffrey L. Knable/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1791 

G. Knable 

September 22, 2008 



